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BALTIMORE CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

School Discipline and Student 
Achievement
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BALTIMORE CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Demographics

• 84,747 Students (Sy2012-2013)
• 84.7% African American
• 84.1% Free and Reduced Meals
• 8.0% White
• 5.4% Hispanic
• 15.3% Special Education
• 4.0% English Language Learners

• 10,800 Employees 
• Nine School Board Members and One Student 
Commissioner
• Appointed by the Governor of Maryland and the Mayor 
of Baltimore
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BALTIMORE CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

2009 Cohort Results: 
Stronger Attendance = Higher Graduation Rate
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Note: 4-year graduation rates are based on entering cohorts of 9th grade students. The cohort is referred to by the 9th grade entry year. For example, the 
2008 cohort entered 9th grade in the 2007-08 school year and graduated 4-years later in 2011. The 4-year graduation rate includes summer graduates. 
Chronic absence is defined as missing 20 or more days in a school year (among students who had been enrolled for at least 90 days).
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2009 Cohort

3,756 3,756
4-Year Drop 4-year Grad

2009 Cohort

1,917 1,917
4-year Drop 4-year Grad

2009 Cohort

BALTIMORE CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

2009 Cohort Results: 
Suspensions Are A Risk Factor in Graduation

4

Note: 4-and 5-year graduation rates are based on entering cohorts of 9th grade students. The cohort is referred to by the 9th grade entry year. For 
example, the 2008 cohort entered 9th grade in the 2007-08 school year and graduated 4-years later in 2011. The 4-year graduation rate includes summer 
graduates. 
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2012 MSA: Time in School, Spent Learning Matters—
Students Who Have Been Suspended Scored Lower on Tests
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R E A D I N G
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N=       (30,447)  (30,811)                           (2,308)   (2,315)                            (1,093)    (1,217)
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N=       (30,410) (30,786)                           (2,296)   (2,294)                             (1,080)    (1,196)

No Suspensions  

Pct pt 
change

Pct
change

-1.5 -2.1%

Note: Ns refer to the total number 
of students who took the MSA.

Note: Beginning in 2009, Mod-MSA 
was reported with MSA totals
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BALTIMORE CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

2012 MSA: Time in School, Spent Learning Matters—
Chronically Absent Students Scored Lower on Tests

*Chronically Absent = Enrolled for at least 50% of 
all school days with more than 20 days absent.
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R E A D I N G
1 year 

percentage
point change

1 year 
percentage 

change

Not CA -1.8 -2.5%

CA -4.3 -7.5%

2011       2012                               2011      2012

M A T H
1 year 

percentage
point change

1 year 
percentage 

change

Not CA +2.0 3.1%

CA -0.4 -0.9%

Not Chronically 
Absent (Not CA)

Chronically Absent* 
(CA)

(28,203)   (29,155)                               (4,487)      (3,931)

64.9

45.2

66.9

44.8

2011      2012                               2011      2012

Not Chronically 
Absent ( Not CA)

Chronically Absent* 
(CA)

N=      (28,189)  (29,142)                               (4,437)      (3,890) 

Attendance data based on full academic year 
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BALTIMORE CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Chronic Absence in Pre-K:
A factor in learning readiness

73.3%
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80.5%
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(2,113) (3,195) (3,396)

2007 2012 2013

(502) (1,016) (797)

2007 2012 2013

Pct Pt. Change
(1-year)

% Change
(1-year)

Pct Pt. Change 
(6-year)

% Change 
(6-year)

+ 4.6 + 5.7% + 17.5 + 25.8%

N O T  C H R O N I C A L L Y  
A B S E N T

C H R O N I C A L L Y A B S E N T

Pct Pt. Change 
(1-year)

% Change
(1-year)

Pct Pt. Change 
(6-year)

% Change
(6-year)

+ 1.2 + 1.8% + 21.1 + 39.3%

Chronically absent students were enrolled for a minimum of 90 days during the school year and were absent from school for 20 or more days. Analysis 
only includes students who had been enrolled in City Schools’ Pre-K. 

BALTIMORE CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

District-wide total # of suspensions has 
decreased by over 56%

26,324

16,752

11,068 11,394

5,871
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2004 2007 2011 2012 *2013

Compared to 2012

1-year chg. 5-year chg. 8-year chg.

# % # % # %

+326 +2.9% -5,358 -32.0% -14,930 -56.7%

NOTE: Counts show total # of suspensions in the District; *2013 YTD data represents the first 130 days of school (i.e. data from the first day of school through 
3/29/13); the rate-of-change calculations reflect change compared to 2012 and not *2013, as 2012 is the most current official data available

SOURCE: *2013 YTD = Unofficial SMS; all other years = Official MSDE files
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BALTIMORE CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

District-wide Chronic Absence rates have 
consistently declined

30.5%

27.6%

24.7%

22.5%
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NOTE: *2013 YTD is not included as the District uses a stricter methodology in its calculation than does MSDE in the official calculations; Data includes AOP 
Schools but NOT AOP Programs

DATA SOURCE: OAA

Compared to 2012

1-year chg. 5-year chg. 8-year chg.

Pct Pt % Pct Pt % Pct Pt %

-2.2 -8.9% -5.1 -18.5% -8.0 -26.2%

2004 2007 2011 2012

BALTIMORE CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

District-wide total # of withdrawals reduced by over 74%

5,208

3,699

1,539
1,350

1,086
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NOTE: W43 codes (i.e. Death) are not included in this analysis; the rate-of-change calculations reflect change compared to 2012 and not *2013, as 2012 is the 
most current official data available

SOURCE: *2013 YTD = Unofficial SMS; all other years = Terminal A-file

2004 2007 2011 2012 *2013

Compared to 2012

1-year chg. 5-year chg. 8-year chg.

# % # % # %

-189 -12.3% -2,349 -63.5% -3,858 -74.1%
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Current Initiatives

AOP 
Restructuring

Climate 
Training

Code of 
Conduct 
Revision

Attendance 
Initiatives

Emergency 
Management 

Process

Training 
Modules

Student 
Support Board 

Policies

Arrest 
Reductions 
Guidance

School Health 
Initiatives
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BALTIMORE CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

# of juvenile victims of non-fatal shootings and 
homicides have decreased by over 73%

31 27
15 11

75
101

30
17

2004 2007 2011 2012

Juvenile Homicides Juvenile Non-fatal Shootings
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NOTE: Years shown = calendar year, NOT school year

SOURCE: Baltimore City Health Dept.

Compared to 2012

1-year chg. 5-year chg. 8-year chg.

# % # % # %

-17 -37.8% -100 -78.1% -78 -73.6%

1 0 6

1 2 8

4 5

2 8
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Juvenile arrests have decreased by over 45%

8,100

4,505 4,436

310
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NOTE: Years shown = calendar year, NOT school year; *2013 = data are through January 2013; 2004 data are not available

SOURCE: 2007 = Kids Count; 2011 – 2013 = Baltimore City Police Dept.

Compared to 2012

1-year chg. 5-year chg.

# % # %

-69 -1.5% -3,664 -45.2%

2007 2011 2012 *2013

BALTIMORE CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

The last 5 years –
What the data show

 Suspensions: -32.0%

 Chronic absence: -18.5%

 Juvenile shootings, homicides*: -78.1%

 Juvenile arrests*: -45.2%
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2007  to 2012: 

While graduation rates have increased and dropout rates have deceased, 
negative indicators for youth decreased

Suspensions and chronic absence from City Schools records, SY2007 to SY2012. Suspensions represents the change in the total number of 
students suspended across all grades. Chronic absence represents the percent change in the chronic absence rates across all grades from 
SY2007 to SY2012. Juvenile shootings and homicide data are from the Baltimore City Health Department  for calendar years 2007-2012. 

* Juvenile shootings, homicides and arrest data from the City of Baltimore and represent calendar years 2007 through 2012. 
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15

• Challenge: 
Schools must engage their entire school communities to 
improve attendance

• Challenge: 
Schools must provide students with options for learning 
beyond the regular school day

• Challenge:
Schools must offer alternatives to out-of-school suspension

Where we need to go
Students must be in school


